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From Blaise  Pascal  to  Fyodor  Dostoyevsky,  gambling  has  been  frequently  adopted  as  both  a 
laboratory and a metaphor  in order to reflect  upon the relation  between human beings  and the 
formation  of  their  beliefs  about  uncertainties  they  can  control  only  probabilistically.  In  the 
theoretical  framework  of  structural  semiotics,  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  post-Greimasian 
exploration of enunciation dynamics and ‘modalities of existence’,  the paper seeks to tackle the 
following issues:

1) From the cognitive point of view, what happens when, while gambling at French roulette, 
we  decide  to  bet  on  a  number  or  on  a  set  of  numbers?  According  to  which  semiotic 
dynamics do we end up believing that a certain number or combinations of numbers will 
win? How is the formation  of such belief  influenced by both intra-subjective  and inter-
subjective interaction around the roulette?

2) Is the cognitive semiotics of the formation of gambling beliefs somehow comparable to that 
of the formation of beliefs in other domains, such as the religious one? In other words, what 
is  the  contribution  that  cognitive  semiotics  can  give  in  order  to  cross-fertilize  such 
apparently distant domains as religious conversion studies and economic decision theory? 
What light can a semiotic understanding of gambling dynamics cast on the currently pivotal 
socio-economic problem of uncertainty?

3) On the background of such theoretical reflection on gambling, is it possible to envisage a 
synergy between neuro-economics (for instance as regards the neuro-imaging of cognitive 
attitudes toward Knightian uncertainties) and neuro-theology (for instance as regards the 
neuro-imaging of religious beliefs)? And how is this interaction to be formulated in order to 
establish  a  new coupling  between  the  mapping of  cerebral  mechanisms  and the  one  of 
semiotic dynamics?


